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First Sunday in Lent - Sunday February 21st, 2021 – 9:00 am 

Music Today                                              Cross Road 

AS WE GATHER 

Today we hear of God testing Abraham and of Satan tempting Jesus. James reminds us that God tempts 

no one. So, how can we know whether God is testing us or Satan is tempting us? James reminds us that 

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with 

whom there is no variation or shadow due to change” (James 1:17). As we go through life, striving to 

live out our calling as God’s people, we will hit obstacles and face tests to our faith and to how we live 

that faith. God can work through these tests to draw us closer to Him. On the other hand, Satan wants 

to lure and entice us away from the path God would have us walk. 

Gathering Song Salvation is Here 

God above all the world in motion 

God above all my hopes and fears 

I don't care what the world throws at me now 

I’m gonna be alright 

Hear the sound of the generations 

Making loud our freedom song 

All in all that the world would know Your name 

We're gonna be alright 

Cause I know my God saved the day 

And I know His word never fails 

And I know my God made a way for me 

Salvation is here 

God above all the world in motion 

God above all my hopes and fears 

And I don't care what the world throws at me now 

It’s gonna be alright 

Cause I know my God saved the day 

And I know His word never fails 

And I know my God made a way for me 

We're gonna be alright 

Cause I know my God saved the day  

And I know His word never fails 

And I know my God made a way for me 

Salvation is here 

CCLI Song # 4451327 Joel Houston © 2004 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian 

Welcome & Invocation            Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Opening Song                   Lord, Reign in Me 

Over all the earth You reign on high 

Every mountain stream every sunset sky 

But my one request   Lord my only aim 

Is that You'd reign in me again 

Chorus: Lord reign in me, reign in Your power 

Over all my dreams in my darkest hour 
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You are the Lord   of all I am 

So won't You reign in me again 

Over every thought over every word 

May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord 

'Cause You mean more to me than any earthly thing 

So won't You reign in me again   (Chorus Twice) 

“Lord Reign in Me,” words and music by Brenton Brown © 1998 Vineyard Songs  Used by Permission.  CCLI License #1530621 

Call to Worship     Mark 14:38; 1 Peter 5:8; 1 Corinthians 10:12–13 

Pastor: Jesus said, “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, 

but the flesh is weak.” 

People: Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour. 

Pastor: Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has 

overtaken you that is not common to man. 

People: God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 

temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

Confession and Forgiveness   Romans 6:20, 22–23, adapted; Mark 1:15 

Pastor: God’s Word reminds us that when we were slaves of sin, we were free in regard to 

righteousness. 

People: But now that we have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit we 

get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 

Pastor:  For the wages of sin is death, 

People: but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God, who has brought us out of slavery and promises to lead us to the 

promised land of heaven. 

A moment for silent confession. 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, we know we are blessed when we remain steadfast under trial, yet we fall prey 

to the devil’s schemes and give in to temptation. We are lured and enticed by our own evil 

desires—desires that contradict your good and gracious will. 

People: For Jesus’ sake, forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Pastor: As Jesus began His ministry, He said, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 

repent and believe in the gospel.” As you have repented of your sins, believe these words as if 

Jesus was standing here speaking them to you: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor: Lord, You promised Abraham that his descendants would be as numerous as the stars in the sky, 

and then you asked him to sacrifice his only son. You provided a ram as a substitute sacrifice. 

People: Open our eyes to how You provide for us, especially in tough times when everything looks 

so wrong. 

Pastor: Empower us to hold tightly to the promises that are “yes” for us through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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Reader            Bobbie Rand 

Old Testament Reading                                                Genesis 22:1–18 

(God tested Abraham.) 

 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, 

“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 

burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, 

saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the 

burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up 

his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and 

the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 

offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them 

together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, 

“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide 

for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 

 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the 

wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached 

out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and 

said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 

anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 

me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by 

his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So 

Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the 

LORD it shall be provided.” 

 15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, “By myself I have 

sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will 

surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 

seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the nations 

of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading            James 1:12–18 

(The path temptation treads) 

 12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive 

the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am 

being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person 

is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to 

sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 

coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18Of his own 

will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading                            Mark 1:9–15 

(Jesus is baptized and sent to be tempted.) 



4 

 

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when 

he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a 

dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 12The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in the wilderness forty days, 

being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 

 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Children’s Message               

Song of the Day         One Thing Remains 

Higher than the mountains that I face …………………Stronger than the power of the grave  

Constant in the trial and the change ……………………………This one thing… Remains  

This one thing… Remains 

Your love never fails, it never gives up …………………………it never runs out on me 

Your love never fails, it never gives up ……………………………it never runs out on me 

Your love never fails, it never gives up …………………………it never runs out on me 

Your love 

On and on and on and on it goes ………………………….It overwhelms and satisfies my soul  

And I never, ever, have to be afraid ………………………………This one thing remains 

One thing remains  

In death, In life, I’m confident and covered by ……………….. the power of Your great love  

My debt is paid, there’s nothing that can separate …………my heart from Your great love 

Your love never fails, it never gives up ……………………….it never runs out on me 

Your love never fails, it never gives up …………………………….it never runs out on me 

Your love never fails, it never gives up ………………………..it never runs out on me 

Your love    

Your love is never ending,    your love is never ending,    your love is never ending      Your love  

Your love is never ending,    your love is never ending,    your love is never ending       Your love 

Instrumental          “Nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God” Romans 8:39 
 

CCLI Song # 5508444 Brian Johnson, Christa Black Gifford, Jeremy Riddle © 2010 ChristaJoy Music Publishing (Admin. by Bethel Music Publishing) Mercy / 

Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Vineyard Music USA) Bethel Music Publishing  

Sermon                                Return to the Lord : “Turn and See”: PLAN of God 

Catechism The Sixth Petition of The Lord’s Prayer and Explanation 

Pastor:  And lead us not into temptation. What does this mean? 

People: God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the 

devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, 

despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we 

pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory. 

 
Prayers of the Church   

Pastor: Friends in Christ, I urge you to lift up your souls to our God in whom we trust, as Christ, our 

Lord, promises to hear us. Lord Jesus, You are the Lord of the Church. 
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People: Bless the work of our congregation and all who bear Your name. 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus, the government is on Your shoulders. 

People: Watch over all in this world. Guide the world’s leaders with Your wisdom, as well as our 

elected officials—our president, our governor, and our local authorities—that we may live 

peaceful and quiet lives. 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus, You are our Teacher. 

People: Make us to know Your ways, O LORD; teach us Your paths. Lead us in Your truth and teach 

us, for You are the God of our salvation; for You we wait all the day long. 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus, You are the God of our salvation. 

People: Guide us, Lord, in living lives that bear witness to Your truth. Lead us to connect with 

those who are wandering or who do not know You. 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus, You are the Great Physician. 

People: Bind up the brokenhearted, give sight to the blind, make the lame to walk and the deaf to 

hear. 

Pastor: O Lord, Hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

Offering Song - Thank You Lord 

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Jesus Christ for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

I come before You today and there’s just one thing that I need to say 

Thank You, Lord  Thank You, Lord 

For all You’ve given to me For all the blessings that I cannot see 

Thank You, Lord  Thank You, Lord 

With a grateful heart  With a song of praise 

With an outstretched arm I will bless your name 

Thank You, Lord  I just want to thank You Lord 

Thank You, Lord  I just want to thank You Lord 

Thank you, Lord 

CCLI Song # 4220833 Don Moen | Paul Baloche © 2004 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) For use solely with the 

SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 1530621 

Presentation of Gifts     

Pastor:      Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things, and Your Word makes clear that every  

                 good and perfect gift comes from You. We ask that You accept these gifts back unto   

                 Yourself and use them to Your glory. [Psalm 145:15, James 1:17] 

People:     Amen. 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 
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People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

The Words of Our Lord  [Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

Sending Song                  Our God is Greater 

Water you turned into wine    opened the eyes of the blind 

 there’s no one like you    none like you 

Into the darkness you shine   out of the ashes we rise 

there is no one like you    none like you    (Chorus Twice) 

Chorus: Our God is greater   Our God is stronger 

  God you are higher than any other 

  Our God is Healer    Awesome in power 

Our God, Our God 

Bridge:  and if our God is for us    then who could ever stop us 

 and if our God is with us    then what could stand against 

 and if our God is for us    then who could ever stop us 

 and if our God is with us    then what could stand against        

 what could stand against       

Chorus  
 

CCLI Song # 5677416 Chris Tomlin | Jesse Reeves | Jonas Myrin | Matt Redman © 2010 Said And Done Music   For use solely with the SongSelect Terms 

of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1530621      

 Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 1. Copyright © 2021 CPH. All rights reserved. 

 

 

http://www.ccli.com/


7 

 

Announcements  

*** TODAY *** 

Offerings: We would like to highlight the reverence of your offerings being returned to the Lord by praying over them at 

the altar during today's worship service. To do this, our ushers will be collecting your gifts by holding a plate at the end of 

each pew. For those unable to be reached, or those not comfortable passing their offerings, a locked box is available at the 

Baptismal font to deposit envelopes before or after worship. As always, we welcome your online giving on our parish 

website. 

Masks in Worship: We strive to respect our governing authorities as commanded by God in the 4th commandment by 

following our state and local health safety regulations regarding face coverings.  However, we welcome ALL to worship 

publicly and are called to err on the side of grace to not burden consciences.  If you see someone not wearing a mask, 

kindly understand why and assume they have medical reasons for not doing so. 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Studies:  A video adult Bible study will take place in the worship space following Sunday’s 

service titled “Nurturing Your Faith: CALLED”.  Come and join in the Fellowship Hall. 

Education Hour: Sunday School, Jr High Confirmation Class, and High School Youth education runs from 10:15-11:15 

am downstairs. 

*** OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS *** 

Lenten Worship: Each Wednesday from February 17th to March 31 we will be offering a special 3pm Lenten prayer 

service, and a 7pm worship service, both with Holy Communion.  This year's Lenten focus will be: "Return to the Lord: 

Turn and See." Traditionally held soup & salad Lenten dinners have been postponed. For this special season of the 

Church, Lenten devotionals will be available.   

Please consider making a free will donation in the box on the Welcome Desk to offset the cost. (approx. $2.75 each) 

Bible Studies: The Men’s bible study has resumed on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 9:00 am.  The Men’s 

breakfast bible study has resumed and studying Ephesians on the 2nd and 4th Saturday at 7 am. 

Choir:  Sing with our choir to enhance our worship service! Choir normally sings on the second Sunday of each month, in 

addition to special services. All COVID precautions followed in gathering as instructed by the CDC. Practices are at 6:45 

PM on Thursdays.  February Schedule: Practice: 2/25/2021 Service: 2/28/2021 See Choir Director, Terrie Sanchez 

babygpiano305@gmail.com. 

*** YOUTH & FAMILY *** 

Youth Auction: We’re bringing it back!...(even if in a diminished capacity.) Each year our mission and outreach team 

along with our youth will host a church-wide silent auction and raffle to raise funds for our youth to take part in a summer 

mission trip. This year our youth will be raising funds for the 2022 National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas, SWD 

State Youth Gathering, and local retreats. 

Donations are being collected now until March 7th and can be delivered to the church office.  Please consider 

donating gift baskets, baked goods, labor services, new merchandise and more. The auction bids will be taken on March 

21st and March 28th.  

*** WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR PRESCHOOL *** 
The preschool classrooms are bustling with Winter and Valentine fun!  Our classrooms and chapel sessions have focused 

on friendship, love, and how we can share and spread God's love for all.   

Enrollment for fall classes has begun!  Flyers are available at the welcome desk, please feel free to take some to 

share.  Enrollment is being done through our website at www.LearningAtBethlehem.com.  Feel free to reach out to Sue 

Davies at preschool@bethlehemfamily.org or  

(262) 201-4092 with any questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.learningatbethlehem.com/
mailto:preschool@bethlehemfamily.org
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This Week at Bethlehem 

Sun 9:00 am Worship 

 10:20 am Youth Education Classes 

 10:30 am Adult Education Classes 

Tues 9:00 am Men’s Bible Study 

Wed 3:00 pm Daytime Prayer Service 

 7:00 pm Mid-Week Lent Worship 

Thurs 6:45 pm Choir Practice 

Fri Office is Closed  (Pastor’s Day Off) 

Sat 7:00 am Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study 

Sun 9:00 am Worship 

 10:20 am Youth Education Classes 

 10:30 am Adult Education Classes 
 


